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A definition is a sentence that has the structure shown in the table 
below: 
 

 
KEYWORD 

 

 
VERB 

 
OBJECT 

 
CLAUSE 

 
A vertebrate 
 

 
is 

 
an animal 

 
that has a backbone. 

 
Complete the following definitions about different types of animals.  
 

 
KEYWORD 

 

 
VERB 

 
OBJECT 

 
CLAUSE 

A mammal 
 

is an animal  

A bird 
 

is an animal  

A reptile is  that has scales and lays 
eggs. 

An amphibian is  that lives for the first part 
of its life in water and 
the rest on land. 

A mollusc is  that has a soft muscular 
foot. 

 is an animal which has a hard 
exoskeleton and jointed 
legs. 

 
 

is an arthropod which has six legs. 

An arachnid 
 

   

A fish 
 

   

 
 


